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FOREWORD 



THE LARGEST COMPOSING MACHINE FACTORY IN THE WORLD 


YOUR LINOTYPE AND OUR FACTORY 


The great composing machine factory shown opposite stands at Park Avenue and Ryerson Street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., just beyond the big Brooklyn Navy Yard. The factory covers two acres of ground and contains nine acres of 
floor space. One thousand horsepower is used, and the annual coal consumption is 4,000 tons. Steel is used at the rate 
of 700 tons annually, and in the same space of time, 2,250 tons of cast iron are used up. Every year 750 tons of brass 
are wrought into shape. Each year a forest (1,000,000 feet of lumber) is received, handled and reshipped. Eighteen 
hundred people are employed here, the capacity of the factory being 200 Linotypes and nearly 3,000,000 matrices 
per month. 

The Mergenthaler Linotype Company’s factory is not a factory for turning out a finished product, selling it, 
shipping it and — forgetting it. 

All the ingenious and extraordinary machinery (only less ingenious and extraordinary than the Linotype 
itself) is devised with the one purpose, and works with the one purpose, of so making every part of the Linotype that 
after the complete machine has been assembled and tested it can be taken apart, shipped to any remote part of the 
earth, and reassembled there with surety, ease and perfection. 

The Company “stays behind” its Linotypes. Its factory, like a great reserve line behind a battle-front, has a 
reserve supply of everything that any Linotype in use may need. The principle of interchangeability of parts is 
carried out in accordance with the best modern factory practice. Therefore the owner of a Linotype need not be 
without any piece of equipment longer than it takes him to notify the Company or one of its Agencies. 

There are Linotypes that have been in operation steadily, daily, for over twenty years. They have never been 
out of action for lack of anything that was ordered from the Company. The Mergenthaler Linotype Company’s factory 
works for the Linotypes that have been sold and paid for. 

There are today 33,000 Linotypes in use in all parts of the world, and the fame of this monster Brooklyn plant 
has gone forth broadcast. Nineteen models of machines are built, and in the Factory and Agencies are stocks of 
machines, matrices and supplies, representing an enormous money investment. 


THE BOOK OF THE MATRIX 








11 




RESERVE 




for a six months 


material. 




The Hand that Keeps the World Informed 






